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Helping build 
the road to 
educational 
success

The Charlevoix Schools Founda-

tion makes it possible for teachers and 

students to dream in the classroom; to 

pursue ideas and concepts that were once 

out of reach.  Twice a year, the Foundation 

fulfills educator grant requests for new teaching tools, technologies 

and strategies from every curricular discipline.  Teachers have also 

been able to provide their students with opportunities to explore 

their curriculum outside of the classroom through field trips, virtual 

tours, on-site visits, and technology. 

“I know that in my American Government class, I connect our 

curriculum from our textbook to the everyday happenings of Wall 

Street, Capitol Hill, the White House, the United Nations, Iraq, and 

many other places,” Government teacher Annemarie Conway said.  

“My subject came alive as we watched the Electoral College map 

change via polling in urban and rural areas. This was all made possible 

when the Charlevoix Schools Foundation fulfilled my grant request 

for a laser projector and cart. “

 Like Conway, almost every teacher in the district has been 

blessed with donations from the Foundation.  With continuing bud-

get cuts, the ability of the school district to accommodate our grow-

ing needs becomes more challenging.   The Foundation has stepped 

up to the challenge of providing the basics needed to prepare the 

children of Charlevoix for the 21st century.  
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“The Charlevoix Schools 
Foundation is a blessing to all 
who attend and teach in this 

district.”  
- Shelly Novotny, First Grade 

Teacher 
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In 1987, community leaders established the Charlevoix Schools 
Foundation as a non-profit organization separate from the school 
system. 

The Foundation is directed by a 13 member volunteer Board 
of Trustees comprised from the community-at-large and three 
teacher representatives.  The Superintendent and a representa-
tive from Charlevoix Public Schools Board of Education serve as 
ex-officio members.

Who We Are: 

The purpose of the Charlevoix Schools Foundation is to enrich the edu-
cational experience of students by providing financial support beyond the 
district or state to exemplary teaching and learning opportunities.

Funding by the Foundation will support the school’s strategic plan by 
providing needed instructional equipment, and supplement the resources 
needed by our future leaders.

Our vision is to ensure that every young person in Charlevoix is prepared 
for college, work, and citizenship.  The Charlevoix Schools Foundation 
works to help the community and schools develop and implement strate-
gies to achieve this vision.

Our Objective:

The Foundation collects contributions and holds the funds in 
an endowment managed by The Charlevoix County Community 
Foundation (CCCF).  Approved grants are provided from interest 
income and are available for programs and activities that support 
the Foundation’s mission.  Grant requests submitted by teachers 
and administrative staff are awarded twice a year.

The Charlevoix Schools Foundation is committed to providing 
help when federal, state, and district funding falls short.  All gifts 
to the Foundation will build the endowment and directly affect 
the academic life of students today and for years to come.  Every 
gift, whether large or small, will facilitate academic success for all 
students.

How The Foundation Works:

“We use the 
Versa Tiles almost 
everyday in work 
stations. The kids 
enjoy the format 
for practice.” 
- Michelle Keegan, 
4th grade teacher
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“The TI-83 
calculators are fine 
pieces of equipment, 
and they help with 
the everyone’s 
math.”
 - Rex VanPelt, 17
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You can support the Charlevoix Schools Foundation by making a gift.

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) that can accept your pledge, bequest, or a 
gift of cash, securities or property.  All gifts received will be recognized 
in accordance with your wishes and are tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.  Gifts may be general in support of the Foundation’s 
mission or designated for specific projects.

Throughout the year, the Foundation sponsors fundraising activities 
with the help of our board members, teachers and students.

How Can I Support The Foundation?

Previous Fulfilled Grant Requests:

Why We Need Your Help:

Printing of 
CHS monthly 

newspaper

Cross 
Country 

Skiies

Past Donors

5th-7th Grade Special Ed – Fluency •	
Centers
High School S.O.S. – Upgrading •	
Infant Simulators
Elementary Music – Choral Risers•	
6th Grade – Discovery Kids •	
Subscriptions
3rd Grade – Historic Mackinac •	
Tour
High School Biology – Backpacking •	
Equipment
High School Science – Microscope •	
Cameras
Music Department – Orff •	
Instruments & Mallets
K-12 Grades – Service Learning•	
Kindergarten - Raven Hill Field Trip•	
Special Ed - Therapy Seats & Music•	
Elementary Library – Iditarod •	
Subscription & Research
8th Grade – Camp Daggett •	
Adventure Ed
1st/2nd Grade – See North Birds •	
of Prey Presentation
Elementary/Middle/High School •	
Music – Orff Instruments

5th Grade – Literacy Tools•	
Non-Fiction Books for the Middle •	
School Media Center
Literacy Stations for 3rd Grade•	
Hands-On Periodic Table for 7th •	
Grade Science
Hands-On Photosynthesis for 7th •	
Grade Science
Sound Equipment for Performing •	
Arts
Connected Math 2 Series for 8th •	
Grade Math
Incentives & Activities for •	
Struggling Students in High School 
Spec Ed & Gen Ed
Literacy Work Stations for •	
Kindergarten
Field Trip to Old Town Play House •	
for 3rd & 4th Graders
Hands-On Cooper Project for 5th •	
Grade
AP Style Books and Digital •	
Recorders for High School 
Journalism
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Walking hurriedly into his cramped of-
fice, counselor John Prescott sets a paper on 
his desk.

“When we lost [Centerpoint] it made  
[scheduling] a lot harder to put together,” 
Prescott said. 

Last year Centerpoint was dropped by 
all schools in Char-Em. Moving from Cen-
terpoint to Powerschool complicated  the 
schedules even more.

According to  Principal Suzanne Klinger, 
the number of singletons (single block of-
fered classes) have increased due to the de-
crease in student enrollment. Another reason 
for the scheduling conflicts is the 
amount of shared 
a n d 

part-time staff members at CHS.
 For example, English teacher and 

Media Specialist Mrs. Kristin Sidlauskas has 
days when she works in the media center 
the entire day, and the other days she has 
all of her English classes. This created pa-
rameters in putting the schedule together. 
Also some teachers have specific times that 
they have to be in different buildings or are 
part-time.  Band director Ms. Jayne Bennett 
and biology teacher Mr. Aaron Gaffney are 
two of these teachers. 

As for the 

singletons, in the past CHS has always 
had two sections of Advanced Biology, 
but because of dropping enrollment, 
there is only one section this year. This 
is just one example of a class that used 
to have multiple sections.

 Because of all this, it made it 
really difficult for students to get the 
classes they wanted.  

“I had conflicts with Physics and Jour-
nalism,” senior Julia Holdsworth said. “I 
wanted to take Physics because it would 
look good on my college application.” 
She ended up taking journalism, having 
to choose between two classes.

The schedule is student driven, mean-
ing that the schedule is created after 
students choose classes.  This makes it 
really hard to collaborate classes and 
make sure each individual get the class-
es he/she wants. 

“Having the kidʼs choice first (for 
the schedule) may or may not be the 
best way to go,” Principal Suzanne 
Klinger said. “For right now thatʼs the 
way weʼre doing it, but it may change 
soon.”

During December and January, 
the staff are scheduled to start brain-
storming for next yearʼs schedule.

“In the beginning I wasnʼt sure 
what [classes] I wanted to take,” se-
nior Breanna Londgren said while 
working on her project in Pottery 
Class. “I was just going to try and 
test out of Spanish three into Span-
ish four, but that didnʼt happen. I 
also had planned on taking two AP 
classes that were only given dur-
ing one class period, and Honors 
Chemistry and Human Anatomy 
which were only given during 
one class period. So I would 

have had two classes during F-Block, and I 
had to drop Honors Chemistry.”

Three schools; one bus
 Cramming all of her books in her 

bag, sophomore Lizzie Whitney slams her 
locker as she pulls out her cell phone to check 
the time.  “3:03.”

 Only two minutes to get to the bus, 
she thinks. Dashing down the stairs, she real-
izes she had forgotten to check the bus num-
ber sheʼs supposed to ride. She stops to check 
the poster of the mapped out bus routes. 

 “20– OKAY”. 
 With only a minute to get to her bus, 

she makes her way through the crowd of stu-
dents and runs through the doors. She hops 
on the bus and takes the first seat available.

 After 15 minutes of kids getting on 
and off the bus, she arrives at the el-
ementary school, stepping off to find 
her other bus. She remembers that 
someone had mentioned the bus 
number to ride home, so when she 
finds it, she steps up and instantly 
recognizes the other usual riders of 
her bus, continues her way to the 
back. She sighs and makes herself 
comfortable for the long, noisy 
ride ahead. 

 For Whitney, the new bus 
routes  have been complicated, 
but both students and drivers are 
getting used to the changes.

 With the new school year 
came new common starting and end-
ing times, and also brought about the 
combination of the elementary buses 
with the middle and high school buses. 

 The original intention of the new 
times was to save money, However, accord-
ing to Bus Garage Supervisor Gordie Russell, 
the money saved may not be as significant as 
they thought.

“We may save some money, maybe, but 
the amount may not be huge– mainly mile-
age, maybe not driversʼ times, “Russell said.

 A down side to the new system is that 
it started out very confusing for not only driv-
ers and students, but also teachers and other 

staff members who tried to help students get 
to where they had to go.

 “Itʼs confusing to have to 
get on so many different buses 
just to get home,” Whitney said.

 Superintendent Chet 
Janik said, “[the new start-
ing time] it was part of a long 
term planning process.” He 
also explained that the school 
board sent out surveys to fami-
lies and staff, and the responses 
overall favored a common start 
for all buildings, s o 

thatʼs what the school board decided.
 Janik went on to mention the conve-

nience of combing the three schoolsʼ trans-
portation. 

 Elementary school teacher, Mrs. 
Shelly Novotny, with kids at two different 
schools, knows just how convenient this is. 

 “I am really happy we went to one 
bus run.  My family has been very pleased 
with the system.  I havenʼt heard any nega-

tives from my studentʼs parents either.”
 After the first few weeks of school, 

the bus garage 
made many minor changes to improve the 
new routes, such as switching some kids over 
to other buses to make more room on some 
buses. Despite some complications, though, 
the feedback was very positive.

Russell said after the first week of school, 
“I think there are some good points and some 
bad. Itʼs new, so itʼs hard to zero in and say 
anything...Itʼs complicated, but it may get 
better.”

 The new times are as follows: El-
ementary School: 8:08 a.m. to 3:20 p.m., 
Middle school: 7:50 a.m. to 3 p.m., and High 
School: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

by Rachel Melke
Co-editor-in-chief

Bus Route 
Rundown:

Morning:
•All buses go to the 

middle school and 
from there three go 
to the high school, 
one to St. Maryʼs, 
and five to the el-
ementary school.

Afternoon:
•Three load at high 

school
•Six load at middle 

school
•”Short routes”: 

city kids are 
dropped off on the 
way to the elemen-

tary school
•All country kids 
go to elementary 

school to get on the 
bus to take them 

home.

Scheduling conflicts get us down
Layout Editor
by Sarah Green

What:
The new grading system

Where:
www.rayder.net

When:
At home or school

Why:
To check grades

How:
Get your username and 
password from your 
schedule or the office

Power School

Scott Silberhorn:  
outstanding tennis  
dedication

VS
War of the 
water 
bottles

New budgets cause school board to combine elementary, middle, and high school buses

Every year our grant requests exceed our ability to fund, and many of the re-
quests are for school programs that, in the past, would have been part of the 
district’s budget. These times are challenging, but as you know, this community 
rises to the challenge. 

“Backpacking 
was made 

possible with 
the use of the 

Foundation 
purchased 

equipment.” 
- Audrie L. 

Themm, 17

“The tablets 
provide expan-
sion of creativ-

ity for all the 
art students.” 
- Mac Ernst, 

17
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Board of Trustees:  Pam Drury-Barnes, Chairman• Gaye Hodge, Vice-chairman, • Sue Herzog, Secretary• 
 Hugh Mason, Treasurer• Betty Hoffmann •Alicia Mosher•Allen Telgenhof • Pam Newcomb• Shelley Stevens• Christie Vogelheim•Kirby Dipert•Tim 

LaBlance • John Murray
School Representatives: Margie Culver • Caroline Smith • Annemarie Conway • Dean Spencley • Chet Janik

100% of Your Gift Stays in Charlevoix
Individuals and Businesses can reduce their Michigan income tax by 50% of the amount contributed to an endowed fund in the Community Foundation. 
The Michigan tax credit is in addition to any federal income tax deduction. Here’s how it works: 

$100 Tax Credit for a single individual, based on a $200 gift
$200 Tax Credit for a married couple, based on a $400 gift
$5000 or 5% of the State tax liability for a business subject to the Michigan business tax, based on a gift of $10,000

Effect of the Tax Credit For Married and Single Donors:

Married Itemizer:	                     Married or Single Itemizer:

Amount of your Gift $400 $200 $125 $100 $75 $50

Michigan Tax Credit (x50%) ($200) ($100) ($62.50) ($50) ($37.50) ($25)

Federal Tax Deduction (x28%) ($112) ($56) ($35) ($28) ($21) ($14)

Cost of your gift: $88 $44 $27.50 $22 $16.50 $11

Benefit to the Fund: $400 $200 $125 $100 $75 $50
 
 
Effect of the Tax Credit For Businesses

Married Itemizer:	                     Married or Single Itemizer:

Amount of your Gift $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $2,000 $1,000 $500

State of Michigan Tax Liability $100,000 $50,000 $25,000 $20,000 $10,000 $5,000

Michigan Tax Credit (x50%) ($5,000) ($2,500) ($1,250) ($1,000) ($500) ($250)

Federal Tax Deduction (x28%) ($3,200) ($1,600) ($800) ($640) ($320) ($160)

Cost of your gift: $1,800 $900 $450 $360 $180 $90

Benefit to the Fund: $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $2,000 $1,000 $500

*NOTE: The purpose of these examples 
is to provide accurate and authoritative 
information of a general nature. Consult 
your tax advisor for information specific 
to your situation. The illustrations as-
sume a married or individual donor 
in the 28% tax bracket, who itemizes 
deductions, and a business in the 32% 
tax bracket. 

Yes! I’d Like to Donate
Name:

Address:

City: 					     State: 			  Zip: 				    Telephone:

Email Address: 

Send your contributions to: 

Check here if you’d like to remain anonymous in 
acknowledgement publications.

Charlevoix County Community Foundation
c/o Charlevoix Schools Foundation Fund
P.O. Box 718 
East Jordan, MI  49727

Donation Amount: $ ____________

Check here if you’d like to designate your 
donation to a specific need: 

If you’d like to make a gift 
of stock, please call the 
Foundation at (231)536-2440 
for more information. 


